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MYSTERIOUS AEROPLANES OVER |

DARWIN LAST |
. WEEK |

Caused E';xcitemmt]
in Town

AUTHENTIC REPORTS

WIN, Wednesday.  Official in-
quiries to-day established beyond
reasonable doubt that two unidenti-
fed planes. flying high und fast from
the Timor Sea, and disappearing in a
south-westerly direction, were seen and
heard over Darwin last week. At €
pm. on Thursday. P. Willlams. an
employee at the aerodrome, and I’
Love, a wharf labourer, were standing
near a hotel in the centre of the town
when they saw a silver grey machine
pass high to the west of the town.

The :ound of the engines of the
machiné was heard by uthers, Ar 4.30
am, veslerday the foreman of the Dar-

win electric power =lat.on. Maurice
Holtze, detected the sound of a high-
powered engine and saw a Jarge

muchine dizuppearing i a outh-west-
e¢rly direction. The plate showed oniy
vne light and this was orange coloured.
The repurts of this =ight caused greal
excitement in the town.  The reports
wele ton authenlic Yo e (gnored. as
o regislered Australian Government,
commerciul or private planes were
with n hundreds of miles o Darwin at
the time ol the mysterious visitors,

REPORT SUBMITTED
TO DEFENCE AUTHORITIES

Aboul four months ago workmen ¢n-
Liaged un the construction of new water

wtinrmee Tue Dt st Manton aboon o 40

National Library of Australia

ALHEEO UN AN UWIEELT WS LIl O T Waed
ciorage lecdities at Manton, about - 40
m.les from Darwin, reported that a fast
munoplane passed overhead  shortly
diter sunglown.  The machine carred
no lights. Al the lime this report aas
discredited. but 1 was revealed to-day
lhat sub.eguent inguuries resulted n a
lengthy teport being forwaided to the
telenece suthorites,

Few people were oul of bed and the
town was practically in darkness when
Holtze uobserved the plane vestepday
morning. It might have easily escaped
notice but for the fact that ts prq:wlwrl
was betraved in a romantic manner by |
the exhaust note of o diesel  engine
used al the power house This em.-,:nt-l
devilops about 1000 revolitions at s}
normal speed. and Holtae ol observed
that the presence of any olther machine
i the vieinily developing more or less
than 1000 revalutions » reflected clear-

Iy n the exhauwst beat of the power
hiuse engine,
Al 43 am vesterday Hollze was

attending the engine when he noted
distinet change in the note pf the -.-u*I
haust. Accustomed to the :h-rmr'l.urvl
of atr mall planes (rom the local sero-
diome al about § a.m. on three morn-|
ingg a week., he at st pad Little at-

tention o the antics of ks unofeial
spurd  detector. Then he suddeniy
realized that ns mach.ne was sches!

duled tg lesve Daiwin  on Tufmn,.*
morn ng. He rushed outode and saw
Comachine 1 the alr. |

“Believe me, taere |~ o doubt about
it bemg an aecroplane.” saud Hollze lhm]
morning "My engine tells no lies, and |
I ain positive what 1 saw was an aero-
plane The darkness and the fact that
the object was mnoviag ot a high h[.lfl'{!l
mude it Impossible fur me to kel a good
veow of the machine, bul |t seenmed o
be a multi-engined monoplane”

CONNECTED WITH
JAP. FISHERIES SHIPS

OMcials are of the opirio.. that |I1
will be dificult to ge! 4 more rvhuhlol
witness than Hollze

Wiltiams, who repurted the bresence

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article151207012
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Williams, who repurted the presence
! a strange plane on Thursday, said to-
day that he could wecure a number of
ulher witnesses, if necessary. Coloured
silver grey, and apparently high pow-
ered. the machine was unmistakeable.
During the last three months, and par-
ticularly ut o thie when a so-valled '
“Jupanese fisherics trainnng  ship,”
Hakuio Maru, wa: in Darwin, several
cesidents claim to have seen a mystes.
wus Light over and near the town at
night. At least (wo natiuns have banes
near enough to send alreraft to Austra-
ba and back witheut refuelling,

Palao. the Japanese pearling bace In
the Mandated Territory. is only 1200
miles from Durwing

In their endeavour to unravel the
myvi.ery, the authorities have been -
terested in a brief report received on
the big defence mareuvies at Singa-
pure This repurt stated that “Torces
could be divided and one side would
delend an imaginury continental stuta.
1200 miles south of Malaya " It has
been suggested that an RAF machine
liuking part in proparations for  thais
manmeuvre might have strayed as far
wuth as Darwin. ;

When the inconing Qantax  mail
plane left Durwin for Brisbane this
morning, tests were made of the sound
deteclion capabilities  of the power
house diesel engine. which  Holtze
cliam, 1o have betraved the presence
af a «range plane ve-terduy The Qun-
tas plane left town on a «dnewhat ”m.]
ilar course and its presence could be
plainly detected in the note of the
diese]l engine exhaust
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